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of Sosy for the Citizen of the Year award 
summed it up well: ‘‘Our community is made 
a much, much better place because of Sosy 
and all her hard work and dedication.’’ 

In light of all that Sosy has done for the 
community of Riverside County and the city of 
Canyon Lake, it is only fitting to honor her as 
Citizen of the Year. Sosy has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of our region and I 
am proud to call her a fellow community mem-
ber, American and a constituent of the 42nd 
Congressional District. I add my voice to the 
many who will be congratulating Sosy Robin-
son on being named Citizen of the Year by 
the Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JIM PERRY’S 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Jim Perry for his 35 years of 
distinguished service at the Downriver Com-
munity Conference located in Southeast Michi-
gan. Jim’s commitment to the downriver com-
munity has touched the lives of many and is 
significantly responsible for this regions collec-
tive and coordinated success. 

The Downriver Community Conference 
(DCC) is one of the oldest and most success-
ful interlocal agreements in the State of Michi-
gan and the United States. Representing 
twenty communities in Wayne County, the 
DCC coordinates and supports a vast array of 
initiatives for its communities including; Eco-
nomic Development, Job Training and Place-
ment, Veterans Services, Public Safety Co-
ordination, Transportation, Weatherization, En-
ergy Assistance, Senior Support Programs, 
and Youth Support Programs. In addition to 
these programs, the DCC also acts as a crit-
ical voice in the region, advocating for the in-
terests of its communities with elected officials 
and government agencies. It is a model na-
tionwide for communities working together on 
many issues to the benefit of the entire region. 
The DCC is a remarkable success story, and 
Jim Perry has been a critical component of 
that success for the last 35 years. Humble in 
his success, he reminds me that it is only by 
putting together an extraordinary team that he 
can do great things. I entirely agree with that, 
and I stand here today to say that Jim Perry 
is a remarkable recruiter, coach and leader. 

Jim was born and raised in Allen Park, MI, 
graduated from Allen Park High School, and 
went on to play basketball at the University of 
Houston, where he excelled. He returned to 
Michigan and in 1981, began working at the 
DCC and has worked there ever since. In the 
year 2000, Jim was named executive director 
of the DCC, making him the youngest person 
to have served in that role. He has given so 
much of his time and talent to our region, 
serving on a wide variety of boards and com-
missions including; the Michigan Department 
of Human Services Board where he served as 
chair, the Southeast Michigan Substance 
Abuse Services Board, Wayne County Head 
Start Board, and the Detroit-Wayne Mental 
Health Authority Board, and the Allen Park 
Parks and Recreation Commission. Jim gives 
his time because it is who he is, and it is what 
our community needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor my friend Jim Perry for his 35 
years of service to our communities. I thank 
him for his leadership and wish him many 
more years of success. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE NO LEAD 
IN THE AIR ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the No Lead in the Air Act. The bill pro-
hibits the use of lead in aircraft fuel by 2021. 
Lead exposure can have harmful effects on 
children as well as adults. Since 1980, the 
amount of lead in the air has decreased 89 
percent, but while lead gas for automobiles 
has been banned since 1995, the piston-en-
gine aircraft industry and airports that supply 
their fuel continue to use leaded aircraft fuel. 
Without a federal ban, they will continue to do 
so and put our communities and children at 
risk. 

Lead particles from airplane exhaust can fall 
widely during flight and there may be high 
concentrations of lead near airports. It is esti-
mated that 16 million people live and three 
million children go to school within a half-mile 
of airports that sell leaded aircraft fuel, called 
avgas. The health effects of lead in children 
include behavioral and learning problems, 
lower IQ, hyperactivity, slowed growth, hearing 
problems, and anemia. Lead exposure can 
cause premature births and spontaneous 
abortions in pregnant women, and adults can 
suffer from increased blood pressure, de-
creased kidney function, and reproductive 
problems. 

Seventy-five percent of piston-engined air-
craft already operate safely with fuel that does 
not use lead. However, small airports continue 
to only sell leaded avgas for these piston-en-
gine aircraft. But small airports will have to 
comply if the federal government bans the use 
of leaded fuel. The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), which implements the 
Clean Air Act, announced plans in 2010 to 
phase out leaded aviation fuel, but in the inter-
vening six years we still have not seen a pro-
posed rule. The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) has created a task force of govern-
ment and aviation industry stakeholders to 
study alternative fuels for piston-engine aircraft 
that do not use lead, and the agency has indi-
cated it may certify lead-free aviation fuel 
sometime in 2018. 

With so much evidence of the harmful im-
pacts of lead exposure, we can no longer put 
our communities at risk. My bill would give 
enough time for a full phase-out of lead in air-
craft fuel—five years—by directing the FAA 
Administrator, in consultation with the EPA Ad-
ministrator, to issue regulations prohibiting the 
use of leaded fuel in aircraft in U.S. airspace 
beginning January 1, 2021. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

TRIBUTE TO NEW YORK’S 7TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT HOL-
OCAUST SURVIVORS 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a special group of my neigh-
bors who are an incredible part of the Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn community—Holocaust 
survivors. I am privileged to represent approxi-
mately one thousand Holocaust survivors in 
New York’s 7th Congressional District. 

These individuals arrived from across East-
ern Europe fleeing unspeakable horrors. Many 
of them had lost their mothers, fathers, broth-
ers and sisters during one of the darkest peri-
ods in our history. They survived concentration 
camps and came to the U.S. as refugees look-
ing to launch a fresh start, rebuild anew and 
escape the horrific crimes they had suffered in 
their pasts. 

From a small group of survivors that arrived 
after World War II in Williamsburg, this com-
munity has grown and flourished by tens of 
thousands. From meager beginnings, they re-
built their families, religion and traditions, and 
established a wonderful part of our City that, 
to this day, contributes to New York’s diverse 
cultural mosaic. Their accomplishments are a 
testament to the perseverance and persist-
ence of the Holocaust survivors. 

In 1966, Holocaust survivors created the 
United Jewish Organizations (UJO) of Wil-
liamsburg which is celebrating its 50th year of 
service to the community. The UJO was con-
ceived as a vehicle to help the Yiddish-Speak-
ing population adapt to life in the United 
States, participate in the civic sphere and en-
sure access to public benefits. 

Throughout their jubilee of activity the UJO 
has put the needs of Holocaust survivors at 
the forefront. They work closely with the 
Claims Conference and the NYC Department 
for the Aging to help survivors age gracefully 
and independently with a wide array of social 
services and in-home care. They have truly 
evolved into a community anchor for all of 
Brooklyn and New York. I salute their many 
achievements. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in acknowledging all that our nation’s Hol-
ocaust Survivors have not only endured, but 
also accomplished. We must never forget the 
horrors they underwent, but, likewise, we must 
also honor the achievements they secured in 
the face of enormous adversity. Their spirit 
and strength are a credit to the Williamsburg 
community, to our City and, indeed, to our en-
tire nation. 
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CLERMONT COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER BOB PROUD 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
congratulate Clermont County Commissioner 
Bob Proud on a distinguished career serving 
the residents of Clermont County and south-
ern Ohio. 
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A seven-term Clermont County Commis-

sioner, Bob has effectively guided Clermont 
County into the 21st Century. Involved in ev-
erything from the construction of a new 
Clermont County Animal Shelter in 2002, to 
the reclamation of the former Ford trans-
mission plant on State Route 32, to his service 
for senior citizens as a Meals on Wheels vol-
unteer, to his work on the Coalition for a Drug- 
Free Clermont County, Bob has served 
Clermont with integrity and class. 

Bob is also a champion for our troops, both 
at home and abroad. He has been nationally 
recognized for his work on behalf of our mili-
tary and has even founded a local military 
family support group. 

For the last twenty-five years, Bob has 
served as Chairman of the Ohio Valley Re-
gional Development Commission (OVRDC), a 
public regional planning commission that 
serves twelve southern Ohio counties, the ma-
jority of which are in Ohio’s Second Congres-
sional District. As he prepares to retire from 
this position, I commend him for his hard work 
and leadership to make Southern Ohio a bet-
ter place to live and work. 

Thank you Bob, and God bless you. 

f 

IN HONOR OF T&M ASSOCIATES 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my congratulations to T&M Associates 
of New Jersey on the occasion of their 50th 
anniversary and for their tireless work meeting 
the engineering needs of communities 
throughout New Jersey and the United States. 

On March 21, 1966, Richard T. Noble and 
Richard M. Schulz founded T&M Associates 
and over the past five decades it has grown 
from a seven-person local operation to a na-
tionally-recognized professional services firm, 
with 400 professionals stationed in offices 
throughout the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and 
Midwestern states. Even with this remarkable 
growth, the enduring mission of T&M Associ-
ates has remained the same: to improve qual-
ity of life and create sustainable value for their 
employees, clients and partner communities. 

Over the years, T&M Associates has dem-
onstrated a remarkable commitment to pro-
viding high-value consulting, technical and en-
gineering solutions to promote the vitality of 
their community and business partners. This 
commitment to community improvement goes 
beyond just business interests, as dem-
onstrated by their ‘‘50 Ways of Giving’’ com-
munity service campaign—a company wide ef-
fort to bring employees together to participate 
in 50 acts of volunteerism that give back to 
their communities. Through its reputation for 
excellence and commitment to community im-
provement, T&M Associates has proven itself 
to be a source of pride for New Jersey and a 
true asset to the New Jersey business com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I join with all of New Jersey in 
congratulating T&M Associates on their Gold-
en Anniversary and encouraging them to con-
tinue providing quality consulting, engineering, 
and technical services throughout the United 
States. 

RECOGNIZING THE CAROLINA PAN-
THERS FOR THEIR NFC CHAM-
PIONSHIP VICTORY 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my hometown team, the Carolina Pan-
thers, for representing the National Football 
Conference in Super Bowl 50 after winning the 
NFC Championship. I would like to congratu-
late the entire Panthers organization on this 
outstanding accomplishment and thank them 
for the excitement the team brought the entire 
Panthers fan base this season. 

Before this NFL season started, few people 
expected the Carolina Panthers to win enough 
games to seriously compete for a spot in the 
postseason playoffs. However, Head Coach 
Ron Rivera and star quarterback Cam Newton 
led the Panthers to victory in 15 of their 16 
games during the regular season, making the 
Panthers only the seventh team in NFL history 
to win 15 games and set a franchise record 
for the most victories in a single season. In 
the postseason, the Panthers hosted the NFC 
Championship in Charlotte for the first time in 
the franchise’s history and earned a spot in 
the Super Bowl for only the second time since 
the team organized in 1995. Needless to say, 
this was a fantastic season that will long be 
remembered by the players, coaches and 
fans. 

While the team’s success on the football 
field this season is certainly extraordinary, 
what is even more impressive about the Caro-
lina Panthers is the culture of the organization. 
The Carolina Panthers are one of the most 
highly respected organizations in the National 
Football League; filled with high-character indi-
viduals who continually display an active com-
mitment to community service. A great exam-
ple of their community-centered focus is the 
grant fund the Carolina Panthers established 
after the historic flooding that took place in 
South Carolina during October of 2015. This 
fund awarded $250,000 in grants to assist 19 
high school athletic departments in the region 
repair or replace damaged or lost athletic 
equipment, supplies and infrastructure. This is 
just one of the many ways the Carolina Pan-
thers give back to their community through 
charitable acts and community service pro-
grams. 

In addition to their long list of charitable acts 
and dedication to serving the community off 
the field, the Carolina Panthers are frequently 
recognized as having players and coaches 
who play the game with character and integ-
rity. This year alone, several players have 
been recognized for their sportsmanship and 
leadership on the field. Cam Newton was rec-
ognized as the league’s Most Valuable Player 
and Thomas Davis, a linebacker on the Pan-
thers’ defense, was awarded the Bart Starr 
Award, given to a player who exemplifies 
character and leadership on and off the field. 
Head Coach Ron Rivera was also recognized 
as the league’s Coach of the Year and was 
honored by the Panthers for two consecutive 
years as its Salute to Service Award nominee. 
This award is given by the NFL in partnership 
with the United Services Automobile Associa-
tion to a member of the NFL community who 
demonstrates a commitment to honor and 

support members of the armed services, vet-
erans and their families. 

Clearly, the Carolina Panthers are a first- 
class organization both on and off the field. 
This can be attributed to one man, Carolina 
Panthers’ founder and owner Jerry Richard-
son. Mr. Richardson is the epitome of dignity 
and class, and is one of the finest men I have 
ever known. In everything he does, Mr. Rich-
ardson carries himself as a true professional 
and Southern gentleman. He always looks for 
opportunities to give back to the community he 
loves and to assist those who are in need. Mr. 
Richardson is a loyal and patient man who 
genuinely cares about those who work for him, 
and I would argue he is one of the finest own-
ers in NFL history. Without Mr. Richardson, 
there would be no Carolina Panthers and the 
success this franchise has achieved on the 
field and the superior culture established with-
in the organization would not be possible. 
There is no one more deserving of this cham-
pionship than Mr. Richardson, and I look for-
ward to him leading the Carolina Panthers to 
even greater success in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating the Carolina Panthers for their NFC 
Championship victory, and thanking Mr. Rich-
ardson and the entire Panthers organization 
for their tireless efforts to better our commu-
nity. Go Panthers and Keep Pounding! 

f 

CINCO RANCH SWIM TEAM RACES 
TO STATE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cinco Ranch High School 
Swimming Program from Katy, TX for earning 
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals and for set-
ting a state record at the 2016 Division 6A 
finals of the University Interscholastic League 
(UIL) Swimming and Diving Championships. 

The Cinco Ranch Cougars took home three 
gold medals, two silver, and three bronze in 
addition to a State Record for the 200-yard 
freestyle relay at the UIL State Competition on 
February 20th, 2016. In addition to this im-
pressive standing, both girls and boys teams 
were in the top 10 ranking within the division 
6A tier; how impressive. Athletes compete in 
the Breaststroke, Medley, Freestyle, Diving, 
Butterfly, and Backstroke categories. We are 
proud of our Cinco Ranch Cougars and can’t 
wait to see what they do next. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Cinco Ranch High School Swimming 
Program for all of their success at the UIL 
meet. Keep up the great work. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD 
‘‘RICK’’ D. DEGRAW 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of an Arizona political 
legend, a recognized business leader, an ad-
vocate for worker’s rights and a dedicated 
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